
City of Woonsocket

October 5, AD. 2026

Ordinance
Chapter

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF AUTOMATED LICENSE
PLATE RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY (ALPR) IN THE CITY OF

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WOONSOCKET

Automated License Plate Recognition technology (ALPR) is beingused by law
enforcement agencies in numerous Rhode Island municipalities, including the
Woonsocket Police Department (“WPD”), by the Rhode Island State Police as
well as agencies across the country; and,

the ALPR technology allows for the automated detection of license plates along
with the vehicle make, model, color and unique identi?ers through the WPD’s
ALPR system and the vendor’s vehicle identi?cation technology. The technology
is used by the WPD to convert data associated with vehicle license plates and
vehicle descriptions for of?cial law enforcementpurposes. This includes
identifying stolen or wanted vehicles, stolen license plates and missing persons. It
may also be used to gather information related to active warrants, homeland
security, electronic surveillance, suspect interdiction, stolen property recovery and
active criminal investigations; and,

in its use of the ALPR technology, the WPD have implemented policies and
procedures that protects the privacy rights of the public as well as guards against
any misuse by individuals. All data and images gathered by the ALPR Systems
are for the of?cial use of the WPD. Because such data may contain con?dential
information, it is not open to public review.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF WOON SOCKET, RHODE ISLAND, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That Chapter II of the Woonsocket City Code entitled “Administration”is
hereby amended through the creation of new Article X entitled “Regulation of
ALPR Systems” as follows with deletions in and insertions
in underlined italics:

Sec. 2-163. De mitions

Automated License Plate Reader ALPR: A device that uses cameras and
com uter technolo to com are di ‘tal ima es to lists of known information of
interest.
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Administrative Immirration-Related Investi atinn' A civil or non-criminal
in ui or enforcement action conducted to identi locate detain or remove an
individual based solel on actual or sus ected immi ation status includin actions
undertaken b U.S. Immi ation and Customs Enforcement ICE or of?cers
desi ated under8U.S.C. 287

ALPR 0 erator: Trained D artment members who ma utilize ALPR
s stem/ ui ment. ALPR 0 erators ma be assi ed to an osition within the
D artment and the ALPR Administrator ma order the d lo cut of the ALPR
s stems for use in various efforts.

ALPR Administrator: The Chief of ' Police or his desi ee serves as the ALPR
Administrator for the De anment.

Audit: A documented review of ALPR access 10 s searches hot list activi and
data dissemination conducted to ensure corn liance with this oli trainin
re uirements and a licable law.

Hot List: A list of license lates associated with vehicles of interest com iled from
one or more data bases includin but not limited to NCIC RI DMV Local BOLO's

MDT: Mobile Data Terminal la to or tablet used in the ?eld. The MDT’s are
mounted inside the police cruisers.

Unauthorized Use: An access 11 anal sis dissemination or use of ALPR data
inconsistent with this olic de artinent trainin ora licablelaw.

Vehicles of Interest: Includin but not limited to vehicles which are re orted as
stolen: dis la stolen license lates or ta 5' vehicles linked to missin and/or wanted

ersons and vehicles ?a ed b the D artment of Motor Vehicle Administration or
law enforcement a encies.

Detection: Data obtained b an ALPR of an ima e such as a license late within
ublic view that was read b the device includin otential ima es such as the late

and descri tion of vehicle on which it was dis la ed and information re ardin the
location of the ALPR s stem at the time of the ALPR's read.

Search: An intentional u erformed b law enforcement of?cers or authorized
users within Flock’s database to ?nd s eci?c evidence or vehiclehisto

Hit: Alert from the ALPR s stem that a scanned license late number ma be in the
National Crime Information Center CIC or other law enforcement database for a
s eci?c reason includin but not limited to bein related to a stolen car wanted

erson missin erson domestic violation rotective order or terrorist-related
activig.

Sec. 2-164. PROCEDURES

A. ALPR Administrators

The WPD Division Commanders shall be res onsible or com liance with the
(allowing:

1. Onl sworn o cers and olice dis atchers are allowed access to the
ALPR s stem or to collect ALPR in ormation a ter receivin de artment—
aggroved training.
2. Ensurin that trainin re uirements are com leted or authorized users.
3. ALPR s stem monitorin to ensure the securi o the in ormation and
com liance witha licable rivac laws.
4. Maintainin the title and name 0 the current desi nee overseein the
ALPR o eration.

6
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5. Continually workinr with the BCI Unit on the retention and 4--‘._.-‘.--__

o ALPR data.
6. Ensurin this oli related rocedures and the trans arenc ortal are
cons icuousl osted on the de artment’s website.

B. ALPR USE

Use 0 an ALPR is restricted to the ur oses outlined below:

1. De artment members shall not use or allow others to use the e ui ment
or database records or an unauthorized ur ose.
2. An ALPR shall onl be used or o cial law en orcement business.
3. An ALPR ma be used in con'unction with an routine atrol o eration
or criminal investi ation' reasonable sus icion or robable cause is not
re uired be are usin an ALPR.
4. Partial license lates and uni ue vehicle descri tions re orted durin
ma 'or crimes should be entered into the ALPR s stem to identi sus ect
vehicles.
5. I racticable the a cer should veri an ALPR res onse throu h the
Rhode Island Law En orcement TelecommunicationsS stem RILETS be are
takin en orcement action that is based solel on an ALPR alert. Once an
alert is received the o erator should con rm that the observedlicense late

om the s stem matches the license late 0 the observedvehicle be ore an
law enforcement action is taken because of an ALPR alert the alert will be
veri ed throu h a RILETS in ui via MDT or throu h Dis atch. 0 zcers
will not take an olice action that restricts the reedom 0 an individual
based solel on an ALPR alert unless it has been validated. Because the
ALPR alert ma relate to a vehicle and ma not relate to the erson
o eratin the vehicle 0 cers are reminded that the need to have
reasonable sus icion and/or robable cause to make an en orcement sto a
an vehicle. For exam le i a vehicle is entered into the s stem because 0

its association with a wanted individual 0 was should attem t to visuall
match the driver to the descri tion 0 the wanted sub 'ect rior to makin the
sto or should have another le al basis or makin the sto .
6. Desi tion 0 hot lists to be utilized b the ALPR s stem shall be made
b the Chic 0 Police or desi nee. Hot lists shall be obtained or com iled

om sources consistent with the ur oses o the ALPR s stem set orth in this
olic . Hot lists utilized b the de artment's ALPR s stem ma be u dated b

a enc sources more re uentl than the de artment ma be u loadin them
and thus the de artment’s ALPR s stem will not have access to real time
data. Occasional] there ma be errors in the ALPR s stem ’3readin o a
license late. There are an alert alone shall not be a basis or olice action
other than ollowin the vehicle 0 interest . Prior to initiation o a sto o a

vehicle or other intervention based on an alert 0 cers shall undertake the
following:

a. An 0 cer must receive con rmation om Communications
Center or other de artment com uter device that the license late is still
stolen wanted or otherwiseo interest be are roceedin absent exi ent
circumstances .
b. 0 cers shall visuall veri that the license late 0 interest
matches identical] with the ima e o the license late number ca tured
read b the ALPR includin both the al hanumeric characters 0 the

license late state 0 issue and vehicle descri tors be are roceedin .
0 cers alerted to the act that an observed motor vehicle'slicense late
is entered as a Hot Plate it in a s eci zc BOLO e on the lookout list
are re uired to make a reasonable e art to con rm that a wanted erson
is in the vehicle and/or that a reasonable basis exists be are an o cer
would have a law ul basis to sto the vehicle.
0. 0 icers will clear all sto s rom hot list alerts b indicatin the

ositive ALPR Hit i.e. with an arrest or other en orcement action. I it is
not obvious in the text 0 the call as to the correlation o the ALPR Hit

ueo'trucuu?



I a I'
v a )2 p

on n n a
up 2n I try

v p 2 I
v I D a an I

J I) IV
I v 2

J7"
?ll

f v
A

#.—g

4.9—2—gLL

u up 2
p I' 2 v

f
g—L;

p I' E

n
2 IV a V I1

n (17 p 17 17 v
D Ir n p

I 2 1/ ?/ 1)

+2:—

(1‘ I1 f

u p a
z p

I
Y l l7 D

I 1’ f?
p N

v p I I n
1/ WP

12 v
n p I ? I

111 I N I
v ? 9

?g

[11‘ I g

2 2 f
tv 17 p I

and the arrest, then the o .cer vhn” H date with the Cnmmmimh‘nm

Center ersonnel and ori inal erson in uttin the vehicle in the hot list
M
d. General Hot Lists will be automaticall downloaded into the
ALPR s stem at a minimum 0 once a da with the most current data
overwritin the old data.
e. All entries and u dates 0 s eci 1c Hot Lists within the ALPR
s stem will be documented b the re uestin de artment member within
the a r0 riate eneral o ense re ort. As such 3 eci to Hot Lists shall
be a raved b the ALPR Administrators or desi ee be are initial en
within the ALPR s stem. The.u datin 0 such a list within the ALPR
s stem shall therea ter be accom lished ursuant to the a roval o the
de artment member’s immediate su ervisor. The hits om these data
sources should be viewed as in ormational- created sole] to brin the
o tcers attention to s eci 10 vehicles that have been associated with
criminal activi .
f. All Hot Plates and sus ect in ormation entered the ALPR s stem
will contain the ollowin in ormation at a minimum:

1) Enterin de artment member's name'

2) Related case number' and
3) Shorts no sis describin the natureo the ori inatin call.

7. No memberor this denartment shall operate ALPR etcuioment or access
ALPR data without rst com letin de artment-a raved trainin .
8. T0 ensure ro er a eration and acilitate oversi ht o the ALPR s stem
all users will be re uired to have individual credentials or access and use a
the s stems and/or data which can be ull audited.

C. Communications

The Communications Center shall be res onsible or monitorin the ALPR
s stem. All hits received will sound an alert in the Communications Center. U on
receivin an alert on-du dis atch ersonnel will immediate] veri the
ca tured late hoto with the wanted/sus ect late number dis la ed as the
wanted late om either NCIC RILETS or the de artment Hotlist. U on visual
veri cation 0 the late/ta the dis atcher will manual] veri the wanted late
with NCIC to determinei it is still outstandin as wanted.

1. Veri ed RILETS/NCIC hits will result in an immediate dis atch o the
beato cerasa riori call.

a. Stolen License Plates— On all stolen license late hits dis atch ersonnel
will check the stolen late throu h DM V records. Should the stolen late
come back to a vehicle with the same make model and color 0 the
vehicle that the stolen late is current] bein dis la ed on the dis atched
units shall be immediate] advised 0 that act. 0 cers should be advised
that the late ma be the seconda license late and not stolen.

2. Hotlist Alerts ma include s eci tc instructions to zeld ersonnel.
Those instructionswill also be rela ed to on- du ersonnel at the time a
dis atch. i.e. sto on] with robable cause and ID occu ants. ”

3. Communications ersonnel shall be res onsible or noti cation 0 the
NCIC/RILETS in ormation submittin 'urisdiction o the recove o wanted
stolen vehicles and the status 0 an arrests. Noti cation shall be as er
NCIC/RJLETS rotocols.

D. Patrol

Patrol 0 cers shall be res onsible or monitorin ALPR cameras on their
assi ned beat. All atrol o cers are encoura ed to lo into the Flock so tware
on the Mobile Data Terminals to monitor said activi . U on recei to an ALPR



330.01
Tra zc En orcement

noti?cation, on du., ”ersonnel will res,,ond to the area 0 the capture and look
or the sus ect vehicle. I the vehicle is located ro er tra lc sto rocedures

shall be allowed based u on the e 0 hit a cer observations and other actors
resent. The lrst o cer identi in the wanted vehicle should wait or

a r0 riate back—u be ore initiatin a tra ic sto or en a in the vehicle.
Felon sto s i conducted will be in accordance with WPD General Order

. Prior to takin an olice action atrol o cers shall
con zrm the Flock hit with the communications center dis atchers.

E. Detective Res onsibilities

1. Detective ersonnel shall utilize ALPR data to assist in the identi cation a
sus ects involved in criminal activi in the Ci 0 Woonsocket.

2. Detective ersonnel shall have search access enablin them to search the
database or vehiclesand/or ersonso interest.

3. When Detective ersonnel utilize ALPR data to assist in identi zcation o a
sus ect or vehicle linked to criminal activi the ALPR data shall be
downloaded mm the s stem and attached'to the investi ative re art as
evidence.

F. Permitted/1m ermissible Uses

TheALPRs stem and all data-collectedis the ro er 0 the WoonsocketPolice
Department. Department personnel mav onl «* access and use the ALPR svstem tor
o cial and le itimate law en orcement ur oses consistent with this oli . The
ollowin uses 0 the ALPRs stem are s eci zcall rohibited:

I. Invasion 0 Privac : Exce t when done ursuant to a court order such as a
search warrant it is a violation 0 this olic to utilize the ALPR to record
license lates exce t those 0 vehicles that are ex osed to ublic vimv e. .
vehicles on a ublic road or street or that are on rivate r0 er but whose
license late s are visible rom a ublic road street or a lace to which
members 0 the ublic have access such as the arkin lot 0 a sho or other
business establishment .

i

2. Harassment or Intimidation: It is a violation 0 this olic to use the ALPR
s stem to harass and/or intimidate an individualor on .

3. Use Based on a Protected Characteristic: It is a violation 0 this olic to
use the ALPR s stem or associated scan les or hot lists sale] because a a

erson ’s or rou ’s race ender reli ion olitical a liation nationali
ethnici sexual orientation disabili or other classi zcation rotected b

4. Personal Use: It is a violation 0 this 011' to use the ALPR s stem or
associated scan les or hot lists or an ersonal u ose.

5. First Amendment Ri hm.-It is a violation 0 this olic to use the ALPR
s stem or associated scan zles or hot lists or the u ose or known e ect o
in in in u on FirstAmendment ri hts.

6. An one who en a es in an im ermissible use 0 the ALPR s stem or
associated scan les or hot lists ma be sub'ect to criminal rosecution civil
liabili and/or administrative sanctions ursuant to and consistent with the
collective bar ainin a reement and de artment olicies.

G. Data Collection and Retention

1. The WPD 0 erations Ca tain alon with Unit 0 cers—in-Char e
01C ’s are res onsible or ensurin s stems and rocesses are in lace or

the r0 er collection and retention 0 ALPR data. In addition that their
subordinates’ use 0 the ALPR so are meets the standards within this

oli . Data will be trans erred om vehicles to the desi ated stora e in
accordance with de artment rocedures.
2. All ALPR data downloaded to the server should be stored or no [on er
than thir 30 da s and in accordance with the established Rhode Island
Records Retention Schedule LG6 . Therea ter ALPR data should be ur ed

la_w
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420.01
Evidence Collection and Preservation

H.

unless it has become or it is reasonable to believe it will become evidencein
a criminal or civil action or is sub 'ect to a discove re uest or other law
action to roduce records. In those circumstances the a licable data should
be downloaded rom the server onto ortable media and lo ed into evidence
in accordance with de artment oli . Re er to WPD General Order

3. ALPR vendor Flock Sa e will store the data data hostin and ensure
ro er maintenance and securi 0 data stored in their data towers. Flock

Sa e will ur e their data at the end 0 the 30 da 5 o stora e. However
this will not reclude Woonsocket Police De artment rom maintainin an
relevant vehicle data obtained om the s stem a ter that eriod ursuant to
the established Ci 0 Woonsocket retention schedule mentioned above or
outlined elsewhere.
4. In ormation athered or collected and records retained b Flock Sa e
cameras or an other CPD ALPR s stem will not be sold accessed or used
or an u ose other than le itimate law en orcement or ublic sa e

gurgoses.

Accountabili and Sa e uards

All data will be closel sae uarded and rotected b both rocedural and
technolo ical means. The Woonsocket Police De artment will observe the
ollowin sa e ards re ardin access to and use 0 stored data:

1. All non-law en orcement re uests or access to stored ALPR data shall be
rocessed in accordance with a licable law.

2. All ALPR data downloaded to a mobile device com uter or MDT shall
be accessible on] throu h a lo 'n/ assword- rotected s stem ca able 0

documentin all accesso in ormationb name date and time.
3. Persons a roved to access ALPR data under these uidelines are
ermitted to access the data or le itimate law en orcement ur oses on]

such as when the data relates to a s eci c criminal investi ation or
de artment-related civil or administrativeaction.
4. ALPR data ma be released to other authorized and veri ed law
en orcemento icials anda encies or le itimate law en orcement ur oses.
5. Eve ALPR Detection Browsin In ui must be documentedb either
the associated WoonsocketPolice case number or incident number and/or a
reason or the in ui
6. For records retention and securi re er to WPD General Order

7. For records release re er to WPD General Order

8. The Woonsocket Police De artment will create a trans aren ortal
available to the ublic which will outline the APLR oli and metrics o the
s stem to include:

Hot List sources '

Data retention-
Number 0 o erational cameras
0r anizations with access to cameras-
Number 0 total late—readsin a 30—da eriod' and
Number 0 searches in a 30—da eriod.

rm 9-9 9‘!»

ALPR Data Detection Browsin Audits

1. It is the res onsibili o the 0 ce 0 Pro essional Standards OPS or
the Chie 0 Police 's desi ee to ensure that an audit is conducted 0 ALPR
detection browsin in uiries at least once er month. The de artment will
audit a sam lin o the ALPR s stem utilization am the rior eriod to
veri r0 er use in accordance with the above authorized uses. The audit
shall random] select 10 ercent 10% or no-less than twen ve 25
whichever is reater searches conducted b de artment em lo ees durin

520.01 Release 0

In ormation and Media Relations

Records
410.01
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1V. Resgonsibilim

It shall be the res onsibili 0 all WPD ersonnel to amiliarize themselvesand
com I with this WPD olic and all laws.

the! remedin print] nml rlptprmfnp i ??l'h in m' manta Hm rn III-vnmnmfn

established within this olic .
2. The audit shall be documented in the arm 0 an administrative review
which shall be orwarded to the Chie a Police. The memorandum shall
include an data errors ound so that such errors can be corrected. A ter
review b the Chie 0 Police or desi nee the memorandum and an
associated documentation shall be tied and retained b the 0 ce 0

Pro essional Standards.

J. Releasin ALPR Data

1. The ALPR data ma be shared onl with other law en orcement or
rosecutorial a encies or o cial law en orcement u oses or as otherwise
ermitted b law. The a en makes a written re uest or the ALPR data

that includes:

a. The nameo thea enc '

b. The name 0 the erson re uestin ' and
c. The intended u oseo obtainin the in ormation.

2. The re uest is reviewed b the Chic 0 Police or the authorized desi ee and
a roved be are the re uest is l lled.

3. Woonsocket Police De artment does not ermit the sharin o ALPR data
“"‘

‘ 1 br the Ci‘Tor its contractors/subcontractors 'or purpose of any civil
or non-criminal i ui such as an administrative immi ration-related
investi ation. These ederal immi ration a encies include Immi rations and
Customs En orcement ICE and Customs and Border Patrol CPB .

4. The a roved re uest is retained on le. Re uests or ALPR data b non-law
en orcement or non- rosecutorial a encies will not be rocessed.

K Public Com laints and Misuse

An member 0 the ublic who believes their in ormation was accessed or used
im ro erl ma Ie a com laint with the de artment which will be investi ated.
All mdin s shall be communicated with the com lainant to the extent ermitted
by law.

L. Privacy

To rotect the inte i 0 law en orcemento erations and the e ectiveness o
ALPR technolo the s eci zc locations 0 ed ALPR cameras shall not be

ublicl disclosed. Public disclosure 0 s eci cALPR locations can com romise
investi ative e ectiveness reduce the deterrent value 0 the technolo and
enable individuals to avoid or circumvent detection. Additionall disclosure 0

camera locations increases the risk 0 vandalism or inrpn?nnnl damn a in AT DP

e ui ment resultin in avoidable re air costs and unnecessa ex ense to the ci
0 Woonsocket.

M Training

New WPD em lo ees shall be trained on the use 0 the ALPR Flock s stem. The
0 erations Ca tain should ensure that members receive de artment-a roved
trainin or those authorized to use or access the ALPR s stem on an as-needed
basis.



Kristina Contreras Fox
City Councilor

Daniel M. Gendron
City Council President

Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect on the eleventh (1 1‘“)consecutive day following
its.passage by the City Council, as provided in Chapter In, Section 9 of the
Woonsocket Home Rule Charter and all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances
inconsistentherewith are hereby repealed.

IN CITY COUNCIL October 5, 2026 — Read by title, amended and passed for the ?rst time unanimously.
AMENDMENT: In Section 1 (F)(6) delete “may” and insert “shall”; delete “criminal prosecution, civil
liability, and/or”; after “sanctions” insert “, including and up to termination, and may be subject to
criminal prosecution or civil liability”; and delete “pursuant to and consistent with the collective
bargaining agreement and department policies”. In Section (6)(G)(2) delete all three (3) references of
“should” and in its place insert “shall”


