
  
 

  

Mr. Thomas A. Nies       September 25, 2022 
Executive Director 
New England Fishery Management Council  
50 Water St., Mill 2 
Newburyport, MA 01950       
 
 
Dear Mr. Nies, 
 
At the meeting of the Scallop Committee last week, the Scallopers Campaign was deeply disappointed that its 
members failed to approve a motion to proceed with the development of a leasing program for the limited 
access (LA) scallop sector; a motion that was overwhelmingly supported by the Scallop Advisory Panel. On a tie 
vote, the motion to recommend to the NEFMC to initiate a leasing option failed. 
 
As you are aware, LA scallop vessel owners have been seeking the operational flexibility a leasing program 
could provide for many years. With the anticipated reduction in fishing opportunities for the next several 
years, this need has only increased. Due to poor recruitment, full-time scallop vessels will be tied to the dock 
for more than 315 days next year, days which will generate no income to either crew, owner or shoreside 
businesses. Unfortunately, the outlook for future years looks bleak as well. The environmental and material 
costs of maintaining excess fishing capacity in the fleet will be even more pronounced.  
 
With the upcoming NEFMC meeting in Gloucester this week, we very much hope that the Council will have an 
opportunity to fully discuss and move forward with some type of leasing or internal transfer program that 
provides vessel owners with the operational flexibility they need. For the last three years, our campaign has 
worked diligently and cooperatively inside the Council process. As I stated at the Committee meeting, should 
the NEFMC fail to approve the development of such a program, we will be left with no recourse but to appeal 
to the Secretary of Commerce to use her authority to develop a secretarial amendment.   
 
We look forward to a healthy discussion of this topic in Gloucester.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey R. Pike 
Scallopers Campaign 

 


