
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SIEMENS GAMESA RENEWABLE  
ENERGY A/S,  

Plaintiff,  

v.  

GENERAL ELECTRIC CO.,  

Defendant. 

  

 

C.A. No. 1:21-cv-10216-WGY 

DECLARATION OF KLAUS SKOUST MOELLER IN SUPPORT OF VINEYARD 
WIND 1, LLC’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

I, Klaus Skoust Moeller, declare under penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. I am the Chief Executive Officer of Vineyard Wind 1, LLC (“Vineyard Wind”). In this 

capacity, I oversee all aspects of company operations. 

2. From January 2019 to February 2022, I was the Project Director for Vineyard Wind. In 

that capacity, I was responsible for overseeing and managing the planning, procurement, 

and construction of the Vineyard Wind 1 Project (the “Project”). I am therefore personally 

familiar with the technical, engineering, manufacturing, logistical, operational, and 

financial aspects of the Project. 

3. I execute this declaration based on my personal knowledge and in support of Vineyard 

Wind’s motion to intervene to explain the harm that Vineyard Wind and the many 

stakeholders in the Project will suffer if SGRE’s requested injunction is entered and 

enforced against the Project. 

4. If the Court issued such an injunction, the Project would collapse.  As described further 

below, the Project is so far advanced, with engineering, permitting, and financing already 

completed and manufacturing and construction already underway, that there are no 
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feasible options for securing replacement turbines. In short, the Project would not be built. 

If the Project is not completed under its current construction schedule, it would result in the 

loss of hundreds of millions of dollars to Vineyard Wind's shareholders and lenders. Any 

damages contemplated by the Turbine Supply Agreement with GE would cover only a 

part of the losses. 

5. The collapse of the Project would also preclude Vineyard Wind’s ability to (a) provide 

clean, renewable wind energy to Massachusetts utilities in accordance with power 

purchase agreements approved by the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, (b) 

create hundreds of well-paying jobs, (c) generate millions of dollars in tax revenues for 

state and local governments, and (d) contribute over $40 million in community benefits. 

The Project’s failure would also be a significant, high-profile set back to the growth of the 

nascent U.S. offshore wind energy industry and impede Massachusetts, and other states, 

from meeting their clean energy goals.  

6. I received a Master of Law from Aarhus University in Aarhus, Denmark and a Master’s 

degree in Economics from Copenhagen Business School in Frederiksberg, Denmark and 

I have more than a decade of experience in offshore wind development. I have led the 

development and construction of 2,900 megawatts (“MW”) of large-scale offshore wind 

projects, including serving as Programme Director for Zhong Neng (Taiwan), Race Bank 

(UK), Burbo Bank Extension (UK), and Gunfleet Sands 3 (UK) offshore wind farms. All 

together these projects involved construction of more than 200 total offshore wind 

turbines. 

Overview of the Vineyard Wind Project 
 

7. The Vineyard Wind Project is a $3.5 billion project that will be the first commercial-scale 

offshore wind project in the United States. It is being constructed on the Outer Continental 
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Shelf under a lease issued by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (“BOEM”) 

pursuant to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. § 1331, et. seq. The leased 

area is off the coast of Massachusetts, approximately 15 miles south of Martha's Vineyard. 

8. The Project will produce 800 MW of clean, renewable wind energy, that energy will be 

provided to Massachusetts electric utilities pursuant to six power purchase agreements that 

have been approved by the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities following a 

competitive solicitation in 2018. See Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities Order 

Approving Power Purchase Agreements (DPU 18-78) (April 12, 2019). That is enough 

energy to power over 400,000 homes and businesses throughout Massachusetts. The 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts expressed its strong support for the Project, which will 

help it achieve its net-zero statewide greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as required by the 

Massachusetts Climate Protection Act. See Brief of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

as Amicus Curiae in Support of Defendants' Motion To Dismiss, Allco Renewable Energy 

Ltd v. Haaland, No. 1:21-cv-11171 (D. Mass. April 15, 2022) (Dkt. 102). 

9. The Project is expected to directly support over 1,100 full-time equivalent jobs in 

Massachusetts during pre-construction, construction, and installation, and more than 50 

full-time jobs over the Project’s operational life which is up to 30 years. “Full-time 

equivalent jobs” is the equivalent of one person working full-time for one year. See 

Construction and Operations Plan, Vol. III, Appendix III-L at 1 (June 3, 2020).1 The 

Project is also expected to produce approximately 900 additional indirect and induced 

jobs during the Project's pre-construction, construction, and installation, and 

approximately 80 additional jobs each year during Project operations and maintenance. 

                                                 
1 The Construction and Operations Plan for the Project has been approved by BOEM and is available on BOEM’s 
website, https://www.boem.gov/vineyard-wind 
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Id. In July 2021, Vineyard Wind signed the first offshore wind Project Labor Agreement 

with the Southeastern Massachusetts Building Trades Council which committed 

approximately 500 construction jobs would be performed by local union labor. This set a 

strong precedent of utilizing union labor for offshore wind and has been followed by 

comparable commitments by other developers on future projects. Over the life of the 

Project, it is projected to generate over $300 million in personal income, sales, and property 

tax revenue in Massachusetts. Id. 

10. The Project will have 62 offshore wind turbine generators, an offshore electrical service 

platform (“ESP”), an onshore substation, offshore and onshore cabling, and onshore 

operations and maintenance facilities. In November 2020, Vineyard Wind made its final 

selection of a wind turbine for the Project, choosing the GE Haliade-X 13 megawatt 

turbine. On December 1, 2020, Vineyard Wind informed BOEM of its selection. It 

contracted with GE to purchase and install the Haliade-X pursuant to a Turbine Supply 

Agreement (“TSA”) executed on June 4, 2021. 

11. Vineyard Wind, previously operating as Offshore MW LLC, won a competitive lease from 

BOEM in 2015 to construct the Project.  Since it obtained its lease, Vineyard Wind has 

invested substantial resources designing the Project and obtaining the necessary federal, 

state, and local approvals. Among these are BOEM’s approval of Vineyard Wind’s Site 

Assessment Plan and Construction and Operations Plan, permits from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, the completion of a years-long Final Environmental Impact 

Statement, and an Incidental Harassment Authorization from the National Marine 

Fisheries Association. Vineyard Wind also entered into numerous contracts for  

engineering and design work, surveys and studies, and to procure all of the supplies, 
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equipment, vessels and people needed to construct the Project. In September 2021, 

Vineyard Wind secured $2.3 billion in financing, after which all contractors were given 

notices to proceed with manufacturing the Project components, securing the logistics 

associated transporting and installing components offshore, and initiating onshore 

construction. The onshore activity has been ongoing since then with approximately 50 

union workers working on the project. Vineyard Wind has spent close to $1 billion on the 

Project to date. 

The Vineyard Wind Project Has Been Designed Around the Haliade-X Turbine 

12. The design, engineering, permitting, and construction of an offshore wind farm is a 

complicated endeavor that requires years of lead time, advance planning, and coordination. 

The major offshore components include the wind turbines, the wind turbine foundations, 

the offshore ESP, and the export cables that bring the power to shore. Once onshore, 

underground cables transmit the power to a new offshore substation where it is converted 

to voltage that can be interconnected to the electrical grid. 

13. All these components must be designed and engineered to work with one another and then 

fabricated (or manufactured) according to the design parameters of the Project. Thus, other 

components and contracts executed for the Project have been designed, engineered and 

contracted specifically around the Haliade-X turbine. If the Haliade-X turbine cannot be 

used, the Project would need to start over. It would take years to change the turbine 

supplier and redesign, recertify and re-contract all parts of the Project. The numerous 

federal, state, and local permits authorizing the Project might also need to be modified or 

reissued as they have expiration dates. Some permits and authorizations have conditions 

that require construction to be completed by certain dates or performed during specific 

windows of time to avoid harm to the environment or particular species. And, the 
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components redesigned to accommodate a different turbine would need to manufactured 

to bring the Project back to the stage where it is today. Such a delay would cause the 

shareholders, lenders and contractors to lose hundreds of millions of dollars. Simply put, 

the Project would not be built. 

Manufacturing and Construction of the Project Has Been Underway for 10 Months in 
Reliance on the Haliade-X Turbine 

 
14. Construction is sequential, occurring in stages, and delays at any stage has cascading 

effects. Onshore construction began in September 2021 with the installation of 

underground cables and construction of the onshore substation. The Project’s contractors 

were given notices to proceed with the manufacturing of the offshore components and, at 

this time, manufacturing is well advanced. For example, manufacture of the export cables 

is complete, and the cables are currently on vessels being transported from Europe to the 

U.S., where they will be installed in a matter of weeks. The steel structure for the ESP is 

complete and its electrical components are being installed. The 130,000 tons steel needed 

for the foundations to support the Haliade-X turbines has been purchased and 

manufacturing has started. GE’s sub-suppliers have started manufacturing the first wind 

turbine components. Manufacturing and construction are advancing rapidly and are well 

past the point where modifications are technically and commercially feasible. 

15. Moreover, to install the offshore components, highly specialized vessels are required. 

There are only four vessels in the world capable of handling these large, heavy 

components, and the vessels are in high demand as wind farms are being built in Europe 

and Asia, as well as in North America. Vineyard Wind reserved these vessels for the 

period of time needed to meet the construction schedule years in advance of actual 
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construction. Even a short delay of the construction schedule would cause Vineyard Wind 

to lose these vessel contracts and, in turn, the Project. 

16. Installation of the foundations, ESP, and wind turbines will commence in Summer 2023 

and be completed in the Summer of 2024 when the Project will be delivering power to the 

electrical grid. The construction schedule was developed to comply with seasonal 

restrictions imposed by BOEM and other agencies to protect the North Atlantic right whale 

and other species, to account for wind and weather conditions, and to meet obligations 

under Vineyard Wind’s power purchase agreements. 

Vineyard Wind Cannot Substitute a Different Turbine for the Haliade-X 

17. I understand that a question has been raised about whether Vineyard Wind could substitute 

a different wind turbine for the Haliade-X, such as the Haliade-150 six megawatt turbine. 

The answer is no for the following reasons: 

a) Vineyard Wind has 83 approved positions where turbines can be installed. A wind 

project of 83 six megawatt wind turbines cannot produce 800 megawatts of power. 

Thus, Vineyard Wind could not meet its contractual obligations to Massachusetts 

utilities. 

b) Due to manufacturing lead times, administrative approval lead times, and the lead 

times associated with work necessary to prepare for the installation of a specific 

turbine, no other turbine supplier could provide a turbine to Vineyard Wind within the 

time frame needed. 

c) For all the reasons previously explained, the Project has been designed around the 

Haliade-X and it is so far advanced in engineering and permitting, and with financing 

complete and construction underway, that the Project could not be completed with a 
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different turbine.  

An Injunction Would Irreparably Harm Vineyard Wind and Is Not in the Public 
Interest 

18. Unless Vineyard Wind is excluded from the scope of any injunction, or the Haliade-X 

could be modified to avoid the injunction while satisfying the same requirements as 

the current design without delaying the current timetable for completion, Vineyard 

Wind’s shareholders and lenders would suffer hundreds of millions of dollars in losses. 

Vineyard Wind would be unable to honor its obligations under the power purchase 

agreements and it would face financial penalties under contracts for materials and 

services.  

19. If an injunction prohibits GE from fulfilling its obligations under the TSA, the Project will 

collapse. Thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in tax revenues and 

community benefits will be lost. Massachusetts’ greenhouse gas emissions goals would 

also be impeded. 

20. In summary, an injunction preventing GE from supplying the Haliade-X wind turbines 

under the terms of the TSA and as scheduled in the summer of 2023 would have 

cascading effects that would halt the entire project. Vineyard Wind would sustain 

significant losses, including the loss of its manufacturing slots, vessel charters, and 

financing. It would also be subject to significant damages under its numerous 

construction contracts. For example, Vineyard Wind has contracts for a vessel which 

is being retrofitted to accommodate the installation needs of the Haliade-X. Moreover, 

Vineyard Wind would not be able to meet its obligations to Massachusetts under its 

power purchase agreements. Vineyard Wind could not recover from the immense 
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financial fallout from the loss of the Haliade-X wind turbines and thus, the Project 

would not be built. 

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 
Executed this 26th day of July, 2022. 

 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      Klaus Skoust Moeller 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 26th day of July 2022, a true and complete copy of the 

foregoing has been filed with the Clerk of the Court pursuant to the Court’s electronic filing 

procedures, and served on counsel of record via the Court’s electronic filing system. 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

Dated:  July 26, 2022   /s/  Jack W. Pirozzolo  
Jack W. Pirozzolo 
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