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MONTIGNY STATEMENT REGARDING STAR STORE 
AND CVPA PROGRAMMING IN DOWNTOWN NEW BEDFORD
 
BOSTON – In response to inquiries from the New Bedford Light, the Office of Senator Mark Montigny (D-New Bedford) is issuing the following statement:

For almost a quarter-century, Senator Montigny protected the Star Store’s annual state appropriation after creating the campus through legislation in the late 1990s.  This included a potential hit to the Commonwealth’s bond rating after legislative leaders threatened to cut the line item over a decade ago.  The decision to abruptly vacate the Star Store was the university’s alone.  Instead of retaining beautiful gallery space and artist studios in our historic downtown, it chose to finance an expensive lease and retrofit space at a strip mall in addition to a substandard extension to its main campus.  Funding was never the central issue to this problem, and the scapegoating has been unfortunate.  Senator Montigny had secured an $8 million state bond authorization in the Senate, and although it was not in the House legislation, he was able to prevail in conference.  This resource remains available today and could have been deployed to complete repairs in the building in addition to the more recent $30 million bond authorization he secured in the Senate economic development bill.  From our perspective, it is clear that the university is not interested in seriously investing in downtown New Bedford.  There is still hope that they will keep a presence in the city, whether through its arts programs or law school activities, but it has become apparent that the student artists have done far more to champion our community.  As such, the Senator will continue to collaborate with them in a way that we hope will pay dividends for our continued arts and cultural renaissance.  In the meantime, Senator Montigny has met with WHALE and Secretary Gorzkowicz to explore how a public-private partnership can revitalize Star Store once the property is transferred back into the Commonwealth’s control.  The Senator has implored the Secretary to use all available resources to push for the building’s transfer or initiate litigation if there is continued resistance in defiance of the original lease and Montigny’s recent state law requiring the $1 transfer.
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